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Guiding Questions on Walter Brueggemann’s
The Prophetic Imagination

Pages 39—79

Answer each of the following questions in the space provided. Your answers
should demonstrate that you are familiar with the assigned readings.

Bring these pages with you to class on Wednesday, November 17 to be turned
in to the professor. You are strongly advised to discuss these questions with
other students in the class before submitting them. This should be a
cooperative learning experience.

1. What does Brueggemann mean by pathos?

2. Brueggemann says, on page 45, that “the task of the prophetic imagination is to cut
through the numbness” created by the “king’s” refusal to acknowledge that his
advantages will not last forever, “so that the God of endings is confessed as Lord.”
Brueggeman sees us as parallel to the “king.” What would the prophet have to say to you

to fulfill her or his task?
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3. Brueggemann suggests that Jeremiah is the clearest model for what he means by
“prophetic imagination and ministry.” In chapter three Brueggemann is looking at only
one aspect of that ministry: the prophetic embrace of pathos. Why does he see Jeremiah
as the best example of this? What does he see as the strength of Jeremiah’s ability to “cut
through the numbness” of his day?

Answer as completely as possible in the space provided below.
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You will not be able to answer the following questions until your read pages
59—79. Those pages are assigned for Wednesday, November 17 (the day this
assignment is due), but your are free to start early if you would like.

4. Throughout his book Brueggemann asserts the following hypothesis:
“The alternative prophetic community is concerned both with criticizing and energizing”
(See page 59, for example).

In chapter three he argues that embracing pathos is an essential element of prophetic
criticism, in that it enables the prophet to “cut through the numbness” created when
people deny pathos. In chapter four, he takes up the second prophetic enterprise:
energizing. The task of this aspect of prophetic imagination and ministry, he argues, is
“to bring people to engage the promise of newness that is at work in our history with
God” (pp. 59—60). Once disaster has arrived, and “the king” (that is, anyone with
privilege) can no longer deny the “end” of his privilege, despair will often follow. The
prophet’s task now becomes that of bringing hope for a new beginning. On page 63,
Brueggemann begins a discussion of this task. What specific actions constitute parts of
this prophetic task of bringing hope? What must the prophet do?
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5. What does Brueggemann mean by “amazement,” and why does he see Second Isaiah as
the clearest example of the prophet who uses it to bring “hope to kings in dispair”? (Use
the space below and at the top of the following page.)

6. Second Isaiah used three major images from Israel’s traditions to address the despair of
the exile and generate new hope. What were these images, and what did Second Isaiah
use them to say?



