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The Books of Samuel and the
Emergence of the Hebrew State

I. Introduction

II. First Samuel

A. The Samuel Cycle (1 Samuel 1:1—12:25)

1. Samuel’s Origins (1 Samuel 1—7)
a) Hannah (1 Samuel 1)

b) Samuel in the Temple at Shiloh (1 Samuel
2:11 —chapter 3)

2. Travels of the Ark: The Philistine Threat (1
Samuel 4:1—7:2)

3. Deliverance at Mizpah (7:3—17)
4.  The Search for a King (1 Samuel 8—12)

5.  Excursus: Historical Causes for the Change to
Monarchy

a) The Literary Evidence: What’s in the Biblical Text?
(Judges 2:6—16:31 and 1 Samuel)
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b) The Philistine Threat: Metals Technology and the
Centralization of the Hebrew Tribes

c) The Perspective of the Deuteronomistic History

B. The Saul Cycle (1 Samuel 13—31)

1. Saul’s Disobedience (1 Samuel 13—15)

a) Violation of his Role as King: An Unlawful Sacrifice (1
Samuel 13)

b) Failure to Apply the Ban against the Amelekites (1
Samuel 15)

2. God’s Sorrow over Making Saul King
(15:34—35)

3. Tension between Saul and David (16—30)

a) Samuel Anoints David (16:1—13)

b) An Evil Spirit from Yahweh Torments Saul (16:14—23)
c¢) David and Goliath (17)

d) David and Saul’s Family (18:1—21:9)

e) David as a Fugitive (21:10—chapter 26)

f) David in Exile among the Philistines (27—30)

C. The Death of Saul and His Sons (31)
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III. Second Samuel: The David Cycle

A. Overview of Second Samuel

B. David’s Rise to Power after the Death of Saul (2
Samuel 1:1—5:10)

C. Expansion of David’s Kingdom (2 Samuel
5:11—-8:17)

D. The Succession Narrative (2 Samuel 9—20 [and 1
Kings 1—2])

1.  David and Bathsheba (11—12)

2. The Rape of Tamar and Absolom’s Revenge against
Amnon (13—14)

3.  Absolom’s Revolt (15—18)

David’s Return to Jerusalem (19)

5. Sheba’s Rebellion (20:1—22)

e

E. Other Materials Related to David (2 Samuel
20:23—24:25)

IV. Conclusion
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Terms and Concepts to Remember

Samuel The Deuteronomistic Historian’s
Hannah perspective on the rise of the monarchy
Shiloh The David Cycle
Ark of the covenant Hebron
Philistines Jerusalem
Saul The Davidic Covenant
The Saul Cycle Nathan
Jonathan The Succession Narrative
Michal Ammonites (and the nation of Ammon)
An “evil spirit from Yahweh” Bathsheba
David Uriah the Hittite
Goliath Absolom
Ziklag Amnon
Practical reasons for adopting a Solomon
monarchy
Cities and Regions Related to this Topic
Cities Regions
Shiloh Philistia
Aphek Phoenicia
Kiriath-yearim Ammon
Gibea Moab
Bethlehem Israel
Hebron Judah
Jerusalem




